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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
EASTERN PHYSICIAN APPOINTED MEDICAL DIRECTOR 
CHARLESTON -- Eastern Illinois University's health services department has 
named Dr. Joseph Wall the new medical director. He succeeds Dr. Richard Larson, 
who retired in August after 11 years of service. 
A physician at Eastern's health service for 10 years, Dr. Wall was chosen for 
the job by a search committee comprised of health services staff and individuals 
representing administration, faculty, staff and students. 
The medical director has a primary responsibility for the medical aspects of 
university health service operations and for monitoring the general health conditions 
of the university community. In addition to serving as spokesperson on campus 
medical issues, the medical director supervises up to three physicians who provide 
medical care to the student population. The medical director examines and treats 
students as well as confers with health services staff in the diagnosis of students. 
Dr. Wall says he is interested in implementing a new program that would give 
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nurses a more active role with the doctor while treating a student. 
"I really would like to see more of the nurses working with physicians, side to 
side, as they examine or treat students," explained Dr. Wall. 
Typically nurses perform basic duties such as making preparations for 
examinations and treating students for mild illnesses. With this new approach, Dr. 
Wall hopes to initiate a teamwork atmosphere. 
"I feel that this process can change things and make it a more relaxed 
atmosphere," said Dr. Wall. 
Dr. Wall also wants to add more nurses and physicians to the staff to better 
accommodate students. There currently are two full-time and three part-time 
physicians and eight nurses. 
"Our primary job is to accommodate the students. It is unfortunate and 
inconvenient for them to have to wait a long time for a doctor. This way they can get 
in and out as quickly as possible," said Dr. Wall. 
Before coming to Eastern in 1986, he was director of community and 
emergency medicine at Palm Springs Medical Center in California. Before that he lived 
and worked in Antarctic for two years as a station physician and researcher. 
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